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SPECIAL  SCHOOL  MILK  PROGPvAM 

I  ^.  S.  "IPARTMCf^T  Of  AaR«CULTUR€ 

A  Report  on  A  Survey  Covering  22  School'Systefts— ■"  -^ — ._, 

The  Special  School  Milk  Program  is  designed  to  Increase  the  consumption 
of  fluid  milk  "by  children  in  elementary  and  secondary  schools  =.  The 
program  was  authorized  "by  the  Agricultural  Act  of  195^  as  an  additional 
and  beneficial  means  of  providing  price  supports  for  dairy  products c 

The  program  is  now  in  its  second  year  of  operation=   In  Decemlier  1955;. 
more  than  6o,000  schools  were  participating,  aliout  50  percent  al)Ove  the 
previous  year's  peako 

Under  the  program  schools  receive  assistance  in  the  form  of  cash  reimhurse- 
ment  payments  for  all  milk  served  to  children^  except  milk  served  in  those 
limches  for  which  schools  receive  assistance  under  the  National  School 
Lunch  Progiramo  Afeximum  use  of  the  reimhursement  pa^yments  must  be  made 
"by  participating  schools  to  reduce  the  price  of  milk  to  children^,  This 
provision  ^ms  established  because  a  series  of  experimental  studies  under- 
taken in  195^-55  showed  that  price  and  increased  availability  were 
important  factors  influencing  the  consumption  of  milk  in  schools,,   In 
the  program  for  the  fiscal  year  195^  certain  revisions  were  made  to  enable 
more  schools  to  establish  an  effective  pricing  policy  as  a  starting  point 
In  a  broad  effort  to  encourage  Increased  consumptlono 

To  obtain  an  early  appraisal  of  the  program's  results  in  the  1955-56 
school  year,  the  Department  conducted  a  survey  in  22  city  and  county 
school  systems  in  the  fall  of  1955c  The  school  systems  selected  were 
those  with  centralized  record -keeping  so  that  comparative  data  for 
previous  years  on  large  numbers  of  schools  cotild  be  obtained  with  a 
minimum  of  effort  on  the  part  of  school  personnelo   (For  this  reason, 
the  results  of  the  survey  are  valid  only  for  the  areas  studied  and  are 
not  ■'p+^nded  to  reflect  a  national  picture  .  ) 

The  22  city  and  county  school  systems  canvassed  were  scattered  through 
15  States  and  Included  more  than  1,400  schools  with  a  total  enrollment 
of  about  950,000  students.  The  central  offices  of  these  schools  provided 
data  on  their  total  milk  imrchases  for  the  month  of  October  in  1953 A95^ 
and  1955=  They  also  reported  the  number  of  Type  A  lunches  served  under 
the  School  Lunch  Program,  the  amount  of  milk  sold  in  addition  to  that 
included  with  a  complete  lunch,  and  the  price  charged  students  per  half 
pint  of  milko  They  supplied  additional  useful  information  on  methods 
and  frequency  of  milk  service  0 
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Summary  of  Results 

1.  Prices  -  In  the  22  areas  studied  the  milk  program  has  ^6611  effective  in 
reducing  the  price  of  milk  to  students,   (See  ^"ble  lo ;  For  example^ 
in  Octol>er  1953 ^  15  of  the  22  city  and  county  systems  charged  students 
6  cents  or  more  for  each  half  pint  of  milko  Eleven  of  the  l6  sold 
milk  at  7  or  8  cents o  By  October  of  1955^  all  but  one  of  the  22  had 
reduced  prices  to  k   cents  or  less  per  half   pinto  Twelve  of  these 
charged  3  cents  or  less  per  half  pint.   In  the  cities  of  Concord, 
Ue"w  Hampshire;  Jackson,  Mississippi;  Louisville,  Kentuclqy;  and 
Enoxyille,  Tennessee,  the  price  charged  students  is  now  5  cents 
less  than  in  October  1953 » 

2«  Total  Milk  Consumption  -  A  review  of  the  milk  purchase  records  for  the 
22  school  systems  studied  shows  a  substantial,  and  sometimes  striking, 
increase  in  milk  consumption  over  the  year  prior  to  the  start  of  the 
Special  School  Milk  Programo   (See  TaJole   IIo )  In  Los  Ar^geles.  for 
example,  total  milk  consumption  in  schools  in  October  1955  "^ra.s  more 
than  double  consumption  in  October  of  1953°  School  officials  in  that 
city  attribute  the  increase  to  the  introduction,  in  September  of  1955> 
of  one-third  quarts  priced  at  5  cents ^  This  represented  a  substantial 
reduction  from  the  prices  of  8  cents  and  6  cents  a  half  pint  that  were 
in  effect  the  previous  yearo 

In  the  other  school  systems  studied,  consumption  increases  ranged  from 
20  percent  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  to  560  percent  in  Plattsm-outh, 
Nebraska o  For  all  22  systems,  milk  consumption  totaled  almost 
11  million  half  pints  in  October  1955 ?  or  67  percent  above  the 
606  million  half  pints  consumed  in  October  1953 « 

It  should  be  noted  in  the  case  of  Boston,  tfe,ssachusetts,  that  the 
20  percent  increase  in  cojisumption  represented  an  increase  of  more 
than  200  thousand  additions.l  half  pints  of  milk  a  month  o  The  State 
of  Lfessachusetts  has  carried  on  a  vigorous  milk  program  for  several 
years,  extending  to  almost  every  school  in  the  State,  and  has  used 
school  lunch  func'.s  effectively  to  maintain  the  price  charged  for  milk 
at  the  lowest  possible  level o  The  I'fe.ssachusetts  State  Agency  reports 
that  milk  consumed  in  participating  schools  increased  from  62  million 
half  pints  on  an  annual  basis  in  1953 "5^-  to  75  million  half  pints  in 
195^-550  As  a  result  of  the  revised  Special  School  Milk  Prog3:a.m, 
further  price  reductions  have  been  made  possible  and  if  the  rate  of 
consumption  repoiised  for  September,  October  and  November  of  1955  is 
maintained,  total  milk  consumption  in  ^fe,ssachu3etts  schools  may 
reach  100  million  half  pints  this  year,, 

3.  Consumption  of  Extra  Milk  -  In  another  phase  of  this  appiaisal,  the 
figures  were  reviewed  to  deterro.ine  the  amount  of  milk  consijimed  apart 
from  that  included  as  part  of  the  Type  A  lunch »   (See  Table  III,) 
In  12  of  the  22  city  and  county  school  systems,  consumption  of  this 
extra  milk  increased  more  than  100  percent.  In  several  instances  -- 
notably  St,  Louis,  Missouri;  Burlington,  North  Carolina;  Louisville, 
Kentucky;  Plattsmouth,  Nebraste,;  and  Concord,  New  Hampshii'e  --  the 
substantially  increased  consumption  is  attributed  to  the  initiation 
of  ad.ditional  times  of  milk  service  at  the  reduced  prices  made  possible 
by  the  Special  School  Milk  Program, 
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SPECL^L  SCHOOL  MlUi   PROGRAM 

Prices  Paid  Per  Half  Pint  of  Milk  "by  Children 
in  22  City  and  County  School  Systems  1/ 

October  19'^3,  195^  and  1955  ^- 


;           School  System       : 

Price  Paid  hy 

Children 

and  State         : 

12 

53 

:     1954 

:      1955 

Alleghany  County^  Md, 

6 

6 

3 

"  •     Austin,  Texas 

7 

7 

3  &  4 

Arlington,  iyfe,ss. 

5 

5 

3 

Boston,  ^fe,sSo 

3i 

& 

5 

3  &  4 

2|-  &  2 

Burlington,  N„  Ce 

5 

1^- 

3 

Concord,  W,  H, 

7 

5 

2 

1      Durham,  Ko  Co 

7 

5 

4 

i      Jackson,  Miss,, 

8 

8 

3 

*      Lincoln,  Kebo 

7 

5  &  4 

4  &  3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  2/ 

8  & 

6 

8  &  6 

4 

Louisville^  Kentucky 

7 

7 

2 

Midvest  City,  Okla„ 

5 

& 

6 

5  &  6 

k 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklac 

8 

5 

5 

Omaha,  Kstrasto. 

5 

5  &  4 

4  &  3 

Plattsmouth,  NelD. 

- 

- 

2 

Philadelphia,  Pao 

8 

8 

Ij. 

Raleigh,  N„  C„ 

5 

5 

3 

Springfield,  Ohio 

6 

6 

k 

Sto  Louis,  Missouri 

6 

& 

7^ 
(2 

6  &  7i 

3 

KhoxvilJ.e,  Tenno 

6 

5  &  3 

1  8c  2 

Washington  County,  Mdo 

5 

6 

2 

Washington,  Do  C,  Secondary 
Schools 

8 

8 

6  &  if 

1/  Where  more  than  one  price  is  indicated,  the  higher  price  is  usually 
for  the  secondary  schools  in  the  system,  or  for  chocolate  whole  milk 
served  in  all  the  schools  of  the  system. 

2/  Los  Angeles  introduced  l/3  q.uarts  in  1955  at  5  cents  per  unit.  Price 
has  "been  converted  to  approximate  price  for  half  pinto 

*•  Only  3  of  the  school  systems  (Boston;,  lyfesso,  Knoxville,  Tenn. ,  and 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  were  participating  in  the  School  Milk  Program 
in  October  1954. 
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Table  II 


SPECIAL  SCHOOL  MILK  PROGRAM 


Total  Sales 

of  Milk  in  22  City  &  County  School  Systems 
October  1953,  195^  &  1955     1/ 

School  System          s_ 

Total  Milk 
(No.    of  Half 

^les                : 
Pints)              : 

Percent  Increase 
From 

ana.  State              ■ 

1953 

. 

1954 

:       1955        I 

1953  to    : 
1954      : 

I     1953  to 
:          1955 

-  Thousand 

Half  Pints   - 

Alleghany  County ,  Mi. 

235 

233 

291 

— 

24 

Austin^   Texas 

224 

239 

335 

7 

50 

Arlington,  iyfe,ss„ 

38 

k2 

75 

11 

97 

Boston/ Lfesse 

l,Oi^l 

1,092 

1,252 

5 

20 

Bixrlington,  K^   Co 

112 

116 

156 

4 

39 

Concord,  K,  Ho 

hi 

51 

70 

9 

h9 

Dujfham,   N.   Co 

170 

182 

230 

7 

35 

Jacks on,   Misso 

266 

320 

379 

20 

42 

Lincoln/  Nebraste. 

71 

73 

1^3 

3 

101 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

370 

323 

932 

-13 

152 

Los  Angeles,   Calif c 

2,0it0 

2,043 

4,247 

cl 

108 

Midvrest  City,   Oklao 

88 

85 

126 

-  3 

43 

Olslahom.  City,  Oklaoi/ 

180 

302 

383 

67 

112 

Omaha,  Ifebraska 

337 

356 

447 

6 

33 

P3^ttsmouth^  Nebo 

3 

3 

20 

— 

560 

Philadelphia,   Pao 

hkb 

357 

608 

-20 

36 

Ealeigh,  Ih  C. 

163 

176 

207 

8 

27 

Springfield,   Ohio 

88 

95 

120 

8 

36 

Sto  Louis,  Missoirri 

166 

153 

247 

-  8 

^9 

KhoxYille,  Tenn« 

333 

398 

508 

20 

53 

Washington  County,   Mi. 

158 

157 

.223 

~      oOl 

53 

Washington,  Do   Co 
Secondary  Schools 

21^-1 

231 

362 

.  k 

50 

22  City,   County 

Total 

6,817 

7,027 

11,361 

3 

67 

1/    Data  are  conTerted 
to  e'ven  thousands » 
2/     November  figiireSo 

to  a   20- 

"day 

school  month  for  each 

year  and 

rounded 
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SPECIAL  SCHOOL  MILK  PROGRAM 


Sales  of  Milk  in  Addition  to  Milk  Served  in  Type  A  Lunches 
in  22  City  and  County  School  Systems 

OctolDer  1953,  195^,  and  1955  1/ 


School  System 


Exti^  Milk  Sales 


Percent  Increase 
From 


and  State        : 

1953   : 

1954   : 

1955 

I     1953  to 
I       1954 

:  1953  to 
1955 

-  Thousand 

Half  Pints 

- 

Alleghany  County j,  Md. 

20 

22 

77 

10 

285 

Austin,  Texas 

73 

69 

132 

-  5 

81 

Arlington,  LfesSo 

20 

22 

54 

10 

170 

Boston,  l^.ss. 

964 

1,024 

1,175 

6 

22 

Burlington,  N„  Co 

10 

13 

43 

30 

330 

Concord,  No  H„ 

20 

27 

42 

35 

110 

Durham,  No  C„ 

NA 

NA 

NA 

— 

— 

Jackson,  Miss, 

10 

13 

56 

30 

460 

Lincoln,  Nebraska 

36 

27 

92 

-25 

156 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

£/ 

2/ 

2/ 

— 

— 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

266 

247 

812 

-  7 

205 

Midwest  City,  Okla.o 

15 

11 

24 

-27 

60 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklao  3/ 

77 

179 

244 

132 

217 

Oma.ha,  Neliraska 

199 

213 

290 

7 

46 

Plattemouth,  Ne'braska 

0 

0 

16 

— 

-» 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

23^^ 

166 

384 

-29 

64 

Paleigh,  No  Co 

58 

75 

110 

29 

90 

Springfield,  Ohio 

18 

28 

42 

56 

133 

Sto  Louis,  Missouri 

54 

54 

144 

— 

167 

Khoxville,  Tenn« 

Ikk 

179 

313 

24 

117 

Washington  County,  Mdo 

26 

17 

75 

-35 

188 

Washington,  D.  Co 
Secondary  Schools 

139 

126 

255 

-10 

83 

Total 


2,383 


2,512 


4,380 


84 


1/  Data  are  converted  to  a  20-day  school  month  for  each  year  and  rounded  to 

even  thousands. 
2/  Not  participating  in  the  National  School  Lunch  Program. 
3/  November  figures. 
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